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Note from the Principal 
 

Dear Otter Families! 
 
Thank you for your participation during conferences. Our staff appreciates your partnership as we work together to 
support the learning of our Otters. Just a reminder that Thanksgiving break is November 25 and 26. Upon returning, we 
are employing a temporary revision to our drop off/pick up procedures due to the closure of our bus lane. Please review 
the email that was sent out if you plan to drop off and pick up your child the week following Thanksgiving break. We 
apologize for the challenges these kinds of revisions cause as we anxiously anticipate the blessing of our new modular 
with six additional classrooms! Thanks so much. I hope that all our Otters and Otter families have an opportunity to re-
lax and enjoy friends and family over the break. 
 
Warmly, 
Fritz Gere 
Cedar River Elementary, Principal 

Message From the Dean 
 

Otter Families,  
 
Early release days are always filled with a underlying hum in our building. Schedules have changed, lunch times have changed, classes have 
additional activities during this week and the students are thrilled with the shortened day. As a classroom teacher, I loved meeting with fami-
lies and celebrating student growth and setting goals for the rest of the year. I have had the privilege to sit in on many conferences so far and I 
am thrilled to hear your student celebrations and growth. They are growing, learning and I love hearing how excited teachers are about their 
students.  
 
This year we have learned to be flexible and shift at a moment’s notice.  We will temporarily do this again with arrival and dismissal. On a 
positive note, the parking lot closure is due to the delivery of our modular building. Communication will continue to come home as we pre-
pare for the week of adjustment, Thank you for your support.  
 
Lastly, thank you to our PTO for the wonderful treats and snacks this 
week. We are so fortunate to have a great partnership with our families 
and appreciate all the help and support you give us. I am thankful for 
you.  
 
Have a great weekend!  
Dr. McDaniel  

Counselor’s Corner 
 

Hello Otter Families!!! 
 

As we head into the holiday season, there are many use-
ful resources available for families in our community. 
Take a look below:  
 
Maple Valley Food Bank 
Vine Maple Place - Ending Homelessness 
Maple Valley Community Resources 
Tahoma Wellness Support 

Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
Kalei McKittrick 
CRES Counselor 
kmckittr@tahomasd.us   425-413-5440  

 

***Reminder*** 
Students are dismissed at 
1:10 during conferences 

11/17-11/24 
Any changes with how your student goes home needs to be made before 

noon. Please call the office at (425) 413-5454 or email 

CROffice@TahomaSD.US 

 

Picture Retakes are Tuesday 
11/23 

If you already ordered, simply bring in 
your packet that day. If you have not 

ordered, go to DorianStudio.com 

https://maplevalleyfoodbank.org/
https://www.vinemapleplace.org/
https://www.maplevalleywa.gov/departments-services/community-resources/resources-and-contacts
https://sites.google.com/tahomasd.us/tsdcounseling/
mailto:kmckittr@tahomasd.us
https://www.dorianstudio.com/search/account/e36fdcec-c253-442b-a2b1-9699aa6dc424/
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Staff Appreciation 
Want to help show our Otter Staff how much we 
appreciate them? Click on this link https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0448aea62ca1fd0-cres to donate snacks 
or drinks for the Staff Lounge during Conference 
Week.  
 
Yearbooks 
Click here to purchase a Cedar River yearbook. 
Price goes up to $25 in December! Please submit pictures for the yearbook! So far we are collecting pictures for the following 
events:  First day of school, Harvest Hoorah (Halloween/fall), Make a Difference Day and Dance-A-Thon. You can submit 
them 3 ways: Yearbook snap app (passcode is: otters), Cedar River Elementary PTO Facebook page (you do not need to be a 
member to join and it’s a great source of info!) or email yearbook@crespto.net  
 
Thunderbirds Fundraiser 
Thank you everyone that purchased Seattle Thunderbirds tickets and supported our PTO in the process! Tickets for the No-
vember 27 game will be sent home with your student next week.  
 
Otters Are Readers 
October prizes will be distributed next week. For our November prize, every student who turns in an O.A.R. form will receive 
a Great to Skate bookmark, good for a free ice skating session at Sno-King in Renton! Happy Reading! 
Need a reading log? Find it here. Questions? oar@crespto.net  
 
 

For more PTO NEWS visit http://www.crespto.net/ptonews 

Message from the PTO President 
Hello CRES families! I wanted to let you all know that I will be stepping down as 
PTO president very soon. My family will be starting a new chapter and adventure in 
North Carolina! My husband accepted his dream job in our dream state and in the 
coming month! We will be scrambling to list our home here and find a new one 
across the country. I will be overwhelmed with everything that needs to be done, as 
I'm sure you can imagine. I very much enjoyed my time serving as our awesome 
school's PTO president and having the opportunity to get to know so many of you.  
If you are interested in stepping into the role of Cedar River Elementary's PTO Pres-

ident, please feel free to reach out to me or anyone on the board.  ❤ 

Calling All Future Kindergarteners 
We are excited to increase support for our youngest learners in 
Tahoma with the addition of Transitional Kindergarten to begin 
in January 2022. See the attached flyer included in the email to 
find out more about the Tahoma Transitional Kindergarten Pro-
gram. Space is limited and screening starts 11/29. 

Ms. Lisa’s Library Line 

Hello Otter Families! We continue to offer online 

library holds for the time being.  If you want your 

child to check out library books you can follow 

these directions to do that.  Once you put a book or 

two on hold Ms. Lisa will deliver them to your child’s 

backpack as soon as possi-

ble.  Books can be checked 

out for 1 week and then re-

turned to the library return 

bin which is just outside the 

library door during school 

hours.  If you have trouble or 

questions please contact Ms. 

Lisa!                                                                                             

lkelley@tahomasd.us.  425-

413-5404  

 

Otter Toy Drive 
Nov. 8 - Dec 1 

 

Click here for the flyer 

PTO NEWS 

Do you love volunteering? 
 

Do you love volunteering at your child’s school? Why not get 
paid for it? We have sub positions every day that go unfilled 
and we are always in need of more substitutes. Please consider 
applying for a Substitute Teacher or Paraeducator position. 
There are so many great opportunities right now to expand 
your role in our Tahoma family. We have job openings and sub 
positions in a number of buildings and departments, including 
right here at our school. We’d love to have friendly faces in our 
school who are already deeply invested in our district, and who 
are passionate about our students! If you’d make a great addi-
tion to our Tahoma team, please consider checking out our job 
board and dropping an application HERE. 
 

See more information regarding Tahoma School District employment 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0448aea62ca1fd0-cres
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0448aea62ca1fd0-cres
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0448aea62ca1fd0-cres
http://www.crespto.net/store/p13/Yearbook_2021-2022.html
mailto:yearbook@crespto.net
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F600427110631725%2F%3F__cft__%5B0%5D%3DAZWVZTfz6C_D4N0zjVbWjnSCgEXLarKeouKnH3WGxshfM5FWwm5YBvcg8uqPLXDzTBmyyYX9oNBhTw_3vGJ9mEf2DNw10enZUmb-EjKko5-JDw%26__tn__%3Dq&
http://www.crespto.net/uploads/1/2/6/9/126940250/otters_are_readers_-_game_board_2021-2022.pdf
mailto:oar@crespto.net
http://www.crespto.net/ptonews
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/Image/Instructions%20for%20library%20holds.pdf
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/Image/Instructions%20for%20library%20holds.pdf
mailto:lkelley@tahomasd.us
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/File/Toy%20Drive%20letter%202021.pdf
https://tahomajobs.myschooldata.net/JobOpenings.aspx
https://www.tahomasd.us/employment

